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University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 55455 
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DOB:  7/11/67 
POB:   Palmerston, Ontario, Canada 
Citizenship: Canadian 
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Education 
 
1989 B.A. University of Manitoba, Psychology 
 
1992 M.Ed. University of Alberta, Educational Psychology 
 
1996 Ph.D. Vanderbilt University, Education and Human Development 
 
1997  John F. Kennedy Center, Vanderbilt University 

Post-Doctoral Fellow, Institute for Developmental Neuroscience 
 
 
Primary Appointments 
 
2014  Associate Dean for Research & Policy 
  College of Education & Human Development 
  University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
 
2011-  Professor, Department of Educational Psychology 
  University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
 
2003-2011 Associate Professor, Department of Educational Psychology 
  University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
 
2000-2003 Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Psychology 
 University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
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Professional Experience 
 
2014-current Research Affiliate, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN 
2013-2014 Coordinator, Special Education Programs, Dept. of Educational Psychology 
 University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
2010-current Research Affiliate, St. Amant Center 
 University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MN Canada 
2010-current Core Faculty, Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities Training 

Program, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
2008-current Faculty Fellow, MN Center for Philosophy of Science 
  University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN; Faculty Associate 2001-2007. 
2004-current Core Faculty, Center for Neurobehavioral Development (CNBD) 
  University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN; Faculty Associate 2001-2004. 
2002-current Faculty Associate, MN Center for Pain Research 

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
2005-2007 Coordinator, Special Education Programs 

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
2002-2005 Faculty Associate, Center for Early Education and Development University of 

Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 
1997-2000 Research Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC 
1998-2000 Clinical Research Scientist, Center for Development and Learning, University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC 
1997-2000 Research Scientist, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center, University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC 
1997-2000 Research Assistant Professor, School of Education, University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC 
 
Professorships 
 
2015    Distinguished McKnight University Professor 
    University of Minnesota 
 
2012-   Coffman Professor 
    College of Education & Human Development 
    University of Minnesota 
 
2002-2004  McKnight Land-Grant Professor 
    University of Minnesota 
 
 
Career Awards 
 
2006-2011  Independent Scientist Career Development Award 

NIH - National Institute for Child Health and Human Development 
 
2006-2007         Distinguished Early Career Research Award 
    Council for Exceptional Children 
 
1999-2000  Distinguished Junior Scholar-in-Residence 
    Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies, University of British Columbia 
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Named Lectures 
 
2013   Derrick Smyth Lecture British Columbia Children’s Hospital 
2007   Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Early Career Research Lecture 
2000   Peter Wall Institute for Advance Studies, Distinguished Junior Scholar Lecture 
1998   Belmont University Annual Undergraduate Research Lecture 
 
Academic Awards & Honors 
 
2015  Fellow, American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 
2014   Excellence in Research Award, College of Education & Human Development 
    University of Minnesota 
2012   Outstanding Faculty Award,  Council of Graduate Students, University of Minnesota 
1996 Social Sciences & Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) 

Post-Doctoral Fellowship (awarded, not held) 
1996  Robert Gaylord-Ross Scholarly Writing Award, Vanderbilt University 
1996 Stevens-Shapiro Memorial Fellowship (IASSID) 
1994   John F. Kennedy Center Graduate Student Research Award 
1993-1995 Medical Research Council of Canada Doctoral Trainee Fellowship 
 
Federal Research Grant Support (PI unless noted) 
 
2013-2018 NICHD R01 Grant: Intrathecal Baclofen and Pain Outcomes in Cerebral Palsy. 
2010-2015 NICHD R01 Grant: Nociceptive and Sensory Mechanisms in Self-Injury. 
2010-2015 NIMH P20 Developing Center Grant: Developing Center for Adaptive Models in Child 

Prevention Research. PI: Gerald August, Role: Co-I, Administrative Core Director. 
2007-2012 Institute for Education Sciences (IES) Grant: Comparison of Two Comprehensive 

Treatment Models for Preschool-aged Children with Autism and their Families. Autism 
Spectrum Disorders Research Competition. PI: Samuel L. Odom, Role: Co-I. 

2004-2010 NICHD R01 Grant: Biobehavioral Analysis of Self-Injury and Pain.  
2004-2008 IES. Treatment of Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, Department of Education (OSEP, 

Center Grant). PI: Joseph Wehby, Role: Co-I. 
2003-2005 NICHD R03 Grant: Behavioral Mechanisms in Early Aggression, PI Jennifer McComas, 

Role: Co-I.  
2000-2002 NICHD R03 Grant: Risk Factors and the Early Development of Self-Injury 
1998-1999 NINR Small Grant Award: The Early Development of Repetitive Behavior Problems in 

Vulnerable Children, Center for Research on Chronic Illness 
1997-2002 NICHD R29 Grant: Behavioral and Biochemical Mechanisms of Self-Injury 
 
Other Grant Support (PI unless noted) 
 
2015-2017 Mayday Foundation. Pain in neurodevelopmental disorders: Measurement psychometrics. 
2014-2019 National Center on Leadership in Intensive Intervention (NCLII). Office of Special 

Education Projects, U.S. Department of Education. Principal Investigators: J., Wehby, C. 
J. Lemons, D. Fuchs, & L. Fuchs , Role: U of M Site Co-Principal Investigator. 

2011-2012 Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI): Using Biomarkers to Understand 
Chronic Pain in Girls with Rett Syndrome. University of Minnesota 

2008-2011 MN Futures Phase II: Pain in Neurodevelopmental Disorders: Analgesic Failure and the 
Promise of Biomarkers. Office of Vice President for Research, University of Minnesota.  

2007-2008 MN Futures Phase I: Pain in Neurodevelopmental Disorders: Analgesic Failure and the 
Promise of Biomarkers. Office of Vice President for Research, University of Minnesota.  
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2005-2006 Translational Research Center in Behavior Disorders [Development of Intercollegiate 
Research Proposals and Networks], Office of the Vice President for Research (OVPR).  

2003-2006 Minnesota Medical Foundation Grant: Autonomic Dysregulation in Children with 
Autism and Traumatic Brain Injury 

2001-2003 Office of Vice President for Research, U of M: Interdisciplinary Planning Grant for 
Research and Training in Behavior Disorders.  

2001-2002 Metropolitan Regional Crisis Planning Group Grant: Systematic Assessment of 
Challenging Behavior, PI: Jennifer McComas, Role: Co-I 

2000-2003 University of North Carolina Foundation of Hope Grant: Biochemistry of Pain in Self-
Injury in Developmental and Psychiatric Disorders.  

1999-2000 Elli Lilly & Co. Grant: Effects of Olanzapine on Self-Injurious Behavior, PI George 
Breese, Role: Co-I.   

 
Professional Societies 
 
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), American Association on Intellectual 
Disabilities (AAIDD), American Educational Research Association (AERA), Association for Behavior 
Analysis (ABA), Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD), Council for Exceptional Children 
(CEC), International Association for the Study of Pain (IASP) 
 
Professional Activities 
2015  Tenure & Promotion Review (John Hopkins University, University of Florida) 
2015  Reviewer, NIH ZHD1 DSR-K 90 1 
2014  Reviewer, NIH/NICHD U54 IDDRC Center Grants 
2014 Tenure & Promotion Review (University of Texas, University of Massachusetts, 

University of Oregon) 
2013  Reviewer, NIH/NICHD U54 IDDRC Center Grants 
2012 Tenure & Promotion Review (Johns Hopkins University; Southern Illinois University, 

University of Florida, University of Rochester Medical Center) 
Member, Conference Planning Committee, Pain and Disability Across the Lifespan, 
Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare, Saint Paul, MN 

2012 – Present Member, Children’s Hospital Association, Strategic Planning & Quality Assurance 
Committee 

2011  Reviewer, NIH/NICHD  ZRG1 BBBP-J 05M 
2010 - Present Member, National Advisory Committee, Kansas Institute on Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities (NIH/NICHD P30 Center), LifeSpan Institute, University of 
Kansas 

2008 – Present Member, NIH T-32 (Doctoral/Post-Doctoral Training Grant in Neurodevelopmental 
Disability) National Advisory Committee, Waisman Center, University of Wisconsin 

2008 Reviewer, NIH/NICHD BBBP L 58 
Reviewer, NIH/NICHD BBBP6 Study Section 
Member, Conference Planning Committee, Pain and Disability Across the Lifespan, 
Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare, Saint Paul, MN 

2007 - Present Member, Review Committee B, March of Dimes Scientific Advisory Committee 
Member, Executive Committee on Pain Management Research and Practice, Gillette 
Children’s Specialty Healthcare, Saint Paul, MN 

2007-2008 Member, Planning Committee for Behavioral Development and Mental Health, IASSID 
World Congress, International Association for the Scientific Study of Intellectual 
Disability, South Africa  

2006-2008 NICHD Study Section Member ZHD1 DSR-M Health, Behavior, & Context  
2006-2007 P01 Reviewer, NIH/NICHD BBBP6 Study Section. 
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2003 Invited Participant, Development & Validation of a Clinical Pathway for Treating Pain in 
Children with Severe Cognitive Impairment. The Pain in Child Health Training 
Consortium, Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Halifax, NS, Canada. 

2002-2004 Member, Planning Committee for Behavioral Development and Mental Health, IASSID 
World Congress, International Association for the Scientific Study of Intellectual 
Disability, France.  

2002-2003 Reviewer, NIH/NICHD BBBP6 Study Section.  
2001   Reviewer, Ontario Mental Health Foundation Research Grant 
1998 Discussant, State of the Science in Autism: Screening and Diagnosis, National Institutes 

of Health (NICHD) Autism Coordinating Committee, Bethesda, MD.  
1997-2000 Member, Board of Directors, The Arc of Orange County, Chapel Hill, NC.  
1996 Reviewer, Nicholas Hobbs Society Small Grants Program, Vanderbilt University, 

Nashville, TN. 
Member, Autism Task Force Planning Committee, Nashville/Davidson County 
Metropolitan Public Schools, Nashville, TN. 

1995-1996 Member, Human Rights Committee, The Arc of Davidson County, Nashville, TN 
1995 Member, Human Rights Committee, Mur-Ci Homes, Inc. Nashville, TN. 
 
Editorial Activities: 
 
2008 – 2014 Associate Editor, American Journal on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 
2005 – Present Editorial Board Journal of Intellectual Disability Research 
2003 – Present Editorial Board Journal of Applied Research in Intellectual Disabilities 
2001 -  Present Editorial Board Developmental Disabilities Bulletin 
2007 – 2011 Editorial Board, Behavioral Disorders 
2005 – 2007 Editorial Board, American Journal on Mental Retardation 
1993 - Present Reviewer: American Journal of Medical Genetics, Genetics in Medicine, Journal of Pain, 
Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, Journal of Intellectual Disabilities Research, American 
Journal on Mental Retardation, Journal of Behavioral Education, Pain, Clinical Journal of Pain, 
Educational Researcher, American Journal of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, Human Brain 
Mapping, Psychopharmacology, Development & Psychopathology, Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 
Archives of Physical Medicine and Medical Rehabilitation, Topics in Early Childhood Special Education, 
Journal of Early Intervention, Alberta Journal of Educational Research, Developmental Medicine and 
Child Neurology, Journal of Child Neurology, Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities 
Research Reviews, Biological Psychiatry, British Journal of Clinical Psychology, Pain Medicine, Journal 
of Autism and Developmental Disorders, Behavior & Physiology, Neuropsychopharmacology, 
Psychological Science, Journal of Special Education, Journal of the Association for Persons with Severe 
Handicaps, Pain: Research and Management; Clinical Psychological Science, Exceptional Children, 
Pediatric Pain Letter, Journal of Developmental Disorders, European Journal of Pediatrics, Paul H. 
Brookes Publishing Co., McGraw Hill Publishing Co. 
 
University Service Assignments 
 
2015  Member, College Research Associate Deans Committee, UMN 
2014 Member, Research Excellence ‘Cornerstone’ Committee, Office of Vice President for 

Research (OVPR), UMN  
Member, College Research Associate Deans Committee, UMN 
Member, ‘Write to Win’ Faculty Grant Writing Workshop, College of Education & 
Human Development, UMN.  

 Member, P&T Committee (Ted Christ), Department of Educational Psychology, UMN 
2013 – 2014 Coordinator, Special Education Programs, Department of Educational Psychology, UMN 
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  Member, Steering Committee, Department of Educational Psychology, UMN 
  Reviewer, McKnight Land-Grant Professorships, Vice Provost Office, UMN 
2012 Reviewer, McKnight Land-Grant Professorships, Office of Vice President for Research 

(OVPR), UMN 
 Member, Synopsis Committee (Sashank Varma), Department of Educational Psychology, 

UMN 
2012 – 2013 CEHD Faculty Finance Committee 
2010 – 2012 Member, Disabilities Advisory Committee, UMN 
2009 - 2010 Member, Search Committee for Early Childhood faculty position, Senior Fellow, Center 

for Early Education and Development, CEHD, UMN 
Reviewer, Minnesota Future’s Program, Office of Vice President for Research, UMN 

2009 – Present  Member, Student Grievance Committee, UMN 
2008 – Present Member, Scientific Advisory Committee, Center for Neurobehavioral Development, 

UMN 
2004 – 2014 Coordinator, Doctoral Written Preliminary Examination, Special Education Programs, 

Department of Educational Psychology, UMN 
 Co-coordinator, Pain and Neurobehavioral Development, Spring Colloquia Series, Center 

for Neurobehavioral Development, UMN 
2008-2009 Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor, Department of Speech-Language-

Hearing Sciences, College of Liberal Arts, UMN 
 Member, Search Committee for Research Associate, Office of Research Consultation and 

Services, College of Education and Human Development, UMN 
 Member, Search Committee for Director, Center for Early Education and Development, 

College of Education and Human Development, UMN 
 Participant, Institute of Child Development, External Review, College of Education and 

Human Development, UMN 
2007-2008 Chair, Professor of Practice Search Committee, Special Education Programs, Department 

of Educational Psychology, UMN 
2006-2007 Chair, P&A Search Committee, Special Education Programs, Department of Educational 

Psychology, UMN 
Member, Early Childhood Advisory Committee, College of Education and Human 
Development, UMN.  
Tenure & Promotion External Review: Dept of Pediatrics, UMN 

2005-2006 Member, Institute for Child Developmental Search Committee 
Chair; (X2) P & A Search Committees; Special Education Programs, Department of 
Educational Psychology, UMN 
Member, Space Committee, Department of Educational Psychology, UMN 
Tenure & Promotion External Review: Dept of Pediatrics, UMN 

2004-2007 Chair, Synopsis Review Committee (Lesley Craig-Unkefer), Special Education Program, 
Department of Educational Psychology, UMN. 

2004-2007 Member, Disabilities Issues Committee, UMN 
2004-2005 Member, Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant Committee, Graduate School, UMN 
2004 Member, Human Subjects Research Review Committee, Minnesota Autism Center, 

Minneapolis, MN. 
2003-2007 Member, Children, Youth, and Family Consortium (CYFC) Advisory Council, UMN  
2003-2007 Member, Steering Committee, Department of Educational Psychology, UNM 
2001-2003 Member, Special Education Doctoral Prelim Committee, Department of Educational 

Psychology, UMN 
Member, Psychological Foundations (Learning & Cognition) Faculty Search Committee, 
Department of Educational Psychology, UMN 

2001-2003 Chair, Graduate Student Research Day, Department of Educational Psychology, UMN 
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2000-2002 Member, Special Education (Developmental Disabilities) Faculty Search Committee, 
Department of Educational Psychology, UMN 

 
1997-2000  Member, Early Autism Inclusion Project Director Search Committee, Member, Ntl Ctr on 

Early Dev & Learning Critical Periods Conf.Com. 
Member, FPG Seminar Series 
Member, FPG Space Committee 
Frank Porter Graham Child Developmental Center 
UNC at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC. 

 
Student Training 
 
Ph.D. Students (Role: Advisor & Co-Advisor)  
Academic Positions: Chin-Chih Chen (Assistant Professor, Virginia Commonwealth University), Satomi 
Shinde (Associate Professor, University of Wisconsin), Terry Estrem (Associate Professor, Minnesota 
State University, St. Cloud), Stacy Danov (Research Associate, Department of Pediatrics, UMN), Laurie 
Sperry (Associate Professor, University of Colorado, Denver), Jason Wolff (Assistant Professor, 
Department of Educational Psychology, University of Minnesota), Breanne Byiers (Post-Doctoral Fellow, 
Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities, Department of Educational Psychology, 
UMN) 
 
Clinical/Community Research/Practice: Tim Moore, Ph.D. - Clinical Director, Specialty Health Systems, 

Department of Health and Human Services, State of Minnesota, John Hoch, Ph.D. - Research Director, 
Behavioral Dimensions, Inc., Chantel Barney, Ph.D. - Clinical Scientist, Gillette Children’s Specialty 
Healthcare, John Damerow, M.A. - Informatics Systems Analyst, United Healthcare 

 
Current: Adele Dimian, Alyssa Merbler, Kelsey Quest, Stephanie Meyer 
 
Undergraduate Student Training/Supervision 
2004 - present Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) – student supervisor 
2006-2007 Psychology Honors Thesis Project – Dept of Psychology, UMN - student supervisor 
2004  Seminar on Psychopharmacology (NSC 8207) – student supervisor. 
2001-2002 Interdisciplinary Research and Training in Behavior Disorders Practicum Supervisor 
1999 Applied behavior analysis: Practicum supervisor, Department of Psychology, University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
1997 Undergraduate senior internship supervisor, Department of Human & Organizational 

Development, Peabody College, Vanderbilt University. 
1996-1997 Undergraduate senior honour’s project supervisor, Department of Psychology, Faculty of 

Arts & Science, Vanderbilt University  
 
Graduate and Undergraduate Courses Taught 
2004 – present  EPSY 8694 (Graduate/Doctoral Seminar) Research Methods in Special Education, 

Instructor, Department of Educational Psychology, University of Minnesota. 
2003 EPSY 8300 (Graduate/Doctoral Seminar) Observational Research Methods, Instructor, 

Department of Educational Psychology, University of Minnesota 
2002 – present EPSY 8706 (Graduate/Doctoral Seminar) Single Case Experimental Design, Instructor,  

Department of Educational Psychology, University of Minnesota.  
2000 – 2004 EPSY 5656 (Graduate) Social and Interpersonal Characteristics of Students with 

Disabilities, Instructor, Department of Educational Psychology, University of Minnesota.   
2000 – 2004 EPSY 5616 (Undergraduate). Applied Behavior Analysis and Classroom Management, 

Instructor, Department of Educational Psychology, University of Minnesota 
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2000 Psychology 109 (Undergraduate) Applied Behavior Analysis, Co-Instructor, Department 
of Psychology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

1996 Special Education 3900 (Graduate) Seminar; Intervention Research in Mental 
Retardation, Co-Instructor, Peabody College, Department of Special Education, 
Vanderbilt University.  

1995 Psychology. 292 (Undergraduate) Directed Study, Behavior Analysis and Severe 
Behavior Problems, Co-Instructor, Peabody College, Department of Psychology and 
Human Development, Vanderbilt University. 

1993 Special Education. 3210 - (Graduate) Managing Academic and Social Behavior in the 
Classroom, Co-Instructor, Peabody College, Department of Special Education, 
Vanderbilt University. 

 
Community Engagement Activities 
 
Inservices/Workshops/Community Presentations 
 
2015 Symons, F. J. (2015/June). Self-injury in child welfare cases with developmental 

disability. Minnesota Department of Health, Saint Paul, MN. 
 

Symons, F. J. (2015/April). Rett syndrome: Research Directions. Gillette Rett Syndrome 
Clinic & the Midwest Rett Syndrome Foundation Family Education Day. Radisson, 
Bloomington, MN.  

 
2014 Symons, F. J. (2014/Sept). Moderator/Discussant: Pain Beliefs and Direct Staff in 

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. Webinar (35 registrants, international) for 
PICH (Pain in Children’s Health – a Canadian Institutes of Health Research training 
grant).  
Symons, F. J. (2014/Jan). Moderator/Discussant: Biomarkers and pediatric pain. 
Webinar (80 registrants, national & international) for PICH (Pain in Children’s Health – a 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research training grant).  
Tervo, R.T. & Symons, F. J. (2014, May). Self-injury in neurodevelopmental disability. 
Pediatric Grand Rounds, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN. 
Tervo, R.T. & Symons, F. J. (2014, Nov). Self-injury in neurodevelopmental disability. 
Psychiatry & Psychology Grand Rounds, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN. 

 
2013 Symons, F. J. & Oberlander, T. F. (2013/Nov). Pain and intellectual and developmental 

disabilities: What to do when nothing else works. Webinar (250 registrants, national & 
international) for CAPHC (Canadian Association of Pediatric Health Centers).  
Symons, F. J. (2013/May). Rett syndrome: Research Directions. Gillette Rett Syndrome 
Clinic Family Education Day. Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare, St. Paul, MN.  

 Burkitt, C.C., & Symons, F. J. (2013, June). Pain and Rett syndrome. Gillette Children’s 
Specialty Care Research Education Day, Gillette Children’s, St. Paul, MN.  

 Symons, F.J. (2013, Sept). Functional behavioral assessment of self-injury in intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. Workshop at British Columbia Children’s Hospital, 
Vancouver, BC, Canada.  
Symons, F. J. (2013, Sept). Pain assessment in intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Workshop at British Columbia Children’s Hospital, Vancouver, BC, Canada. 

 
2012 Burkitt, C.C., Krach, L., Rivard, P., Belew, J., Partington, M., Graupman, P., Petronio, J., 

Symons, F.J. (2012/March). Motor function predicts parent-reported spasticity pain in 
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children with cerebral palsy. Poster presented at the Graduate Student Research Day, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN. 
Symons, F. J. (2012/May). Rett syndrome: Research Update. Gillette Rett Syndrome 
Clinic Family Education Day. Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare, St. Paul, MN. 
Symons, F. J. (2012/September). Pain in Children with Significant Neurologic 
Impairment. Mayday Foundation, NY.  
Symons, F. J. (2012/October). Rett Syndrome: Health & Behavior Analysis. Center for 
Orphan Drug Research, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN.  
Symons, F. J. (2012/November). Pain and Developmental Disability Across the Lifespan 
Conference. Moderator. Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare, St. Paul, MN.  

 
2011 Burkitt, C.C., Krach, L., Rivard, P., Belew, J., Evenson, J., Schulz, A., Roske, K., 

Partington, M., Graupman, P., Petronio, J., & Symons, F.J. (2011/May). GMFCS Predicts 
Parent-Reported Spasticity Pain in Children with Cerebral Palsy. Paper presented at the 
annual Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare Research Education Day, St.Paul, MN. 
Danov, S.E., Tervo, R., & Symons, F.J. (2011/May). Differential Effects of an Atypical 
Neuroleptic on the Form & Function of Problem Behavior. Scholars Presentations, 
University of Minnesota.   
Symons, F. J., & Burkitt, C. C. (2011/May). Pain and Developmental Disorders. 
Workshop – Continuing Education Behavioral Dimensions, Inc. Minneapolis, MN.  
Symons, F. J. (2011/May). Rett Syndrome: Health and Behavior. Family Research Day – 
Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare; Minnesota Rett Syndrome Research 
Association. 

 
2010 Hoch, J., & Symons, F. J. (June). Observational Methods Workshop. Summer Workshop 

Series – Quantitative Methods in Education, University of Minnesota 
 
2009 Invited Speaker, Is Chronic Self-Injury a Chronic Pain Problem? (March). Research 

Education Day, Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare, St. Paul, MN.  
Invited Speaker, Pain and Developmental Disability (June). Pain: From Molecules to 
Treatment (Neuroscience Short Course), University of Minnesota. 
Invited Speaker, Health and Behavior Needs in Rett Syndrome (May). Annual meeting 
for the Rett Syndrome Parent Research Association. Gillette Children’s Specialty 
Healthcare, St. Paul, MN. 

 
2008 Invited Speaker, Chronic Self-Injury in Neurodevelopmental Disorders: Biobehavioral 

Perspectives, (Oct). Minnesota Northland Association for Behavior Analysis, St. Cloud, 
MN. 
Danov, S.E., Shinde, S., Chen, C., Bodfish, J., & Symons, F. A comparison of nonverbal 
pain expression between social and nonsocial SIB cases during a sensory testing 
protocol. CEHD Research Day 

 
2007 Keynote Speaker Fall Workshop, Pain and Self-Injury in Intellectual and Developmental 

Disabilities, (Sept) Metropolitan Cooperative Services Unit, Saint Paul, MN. 
Invited Inservice Workshop, An Overview of Issues on Pain and Behavior Problems in 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. (Nov.) S-E Low-Incidence Cooperative 
Services Unit, Rochester, MN. 
Special Education Programs Workshop: Recognition of self-injurious behavior and pain 
in kids with developmental disabilities. Dakota County Technical College. (May). 
Rosemount, MN.   
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Invited Speaker, Minnesota Association of Family and Consumer Sciences Annual 
Conference (March). Pain and Developmental Cognitive Disabilities. Richfield, MN.  
Guest Lecture, Biobehavioral Mechansism and Self-Injury in Developmental Disorders. 
(Oct.). McGill Centre for Pain Research, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.  
Inservice Workshop (w/Dr. Jennifer McComas): Evidence and Best Practice in 
Classroom Management, Co-Sponsored workshop with UMN Extension and the 
Southwest Research & Outreach Center and coordinated by the Children, Youth, & 
Families Consortium and the Center for Neurobehavioral Development.  

 
2006 Inservice Workshop, Pain and Severe Developmental Cognitive Disabilities, 

Metropolitan Cooperative Services Unit, Saint Paul, MN.  
 Invited Inservice Workshop, Self-Injury and Severe Developmental Cognitive 

Disabilities, Metropolitan Cooperative Services Unit, Saint Paul, MN.  
Inservice Workshop: Introduction to single case experimental design. Gillette Children’s 
Special Healthcare Research Education Day, Saint Paul, MN.  
Inservice Workshop: Single Case Research Designs: Clinical Applications. Paper 
presented at Gillette Children’s Special Healthcare for the Gillette Pain and Comfort 
Research Initiative, Saint Paul, MN.  
Speaker, Pain Mechanisms: From Molecules to Treatment. Joint course offered by the 
University of Minnesota and the Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden.  

 
2004 Grand Rounds: Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, British Columbia’s 

Children’s Hospital. 
Workshop, Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies Interdisciplinary Colloquia, 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada.  
Speaker, (November). Self-injurious behavior in neurodevelopmental disorders: Gene-
brain-behavior relations. Colloquia at the University of Minnesota Center for 
Neurobehavioral Development.  

 
2003  Speaker, Autism and Fragile X Syndrome: Research and Clinical Issues, Minnesota 

Autism Center. 
Speaker, Assessing Pain in Individuals with Developmental Disabilities. University of 
Alberta, J.P. Das Developmental Disabilities Center, and Glenrose Rehabilitation 
Hospital, Edmonton, AB, Canada. 
Speaker, Issues Related to Pain and Self-Injurious Behavior in Developmental 
Disabilities, Center for Pain Research Colloquia, University of Minnesota. 

 
2002 Speaker, Issues in the Early Identification of Autism, Ramsey County Early Childhood 

Special Education Program. 
Workshop, Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies Interdisciplinary Colloquia, 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. 
Symons, F. J., Hoch, J. Ockjean, K., & Tervo, R. C. (2002, June). Methylphenidate 
effects on stereotyped motor and attending behavior in cerebral palsy. Poster presented at 
the Gillette Children’s Specialty Hospital Research Poster Grand Rounds.  
Speaker, New Developments in Observational Software and Applications, Institute for 
Child Development Colloquia Series, University of Minnesota 

 
1999  Workshop, Self-Injury - National Institutes of Health (NIH), Washington, DC. 
 
1998  Workshop, Sequential Analysis - Department of Education (OSEP), Washington, DC. 
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Discussant, Prader-Willi Program Project (NIH/NICHD), John F. Kennedy Center, 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN. 

 
Academic Consulting  
 
2002 Consultant, Social Behavior and Interventions in Autism (USDE, Maureen Conroy, P.I.) 

Department of Special Education, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL  
Consultant, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC.  

2001 Consultant, Institute for Child Development, Kansas University Medical Center, Kansas, 
MO. 

 
Paid Professional Consulting (discontinued) 
 
1994-1997 Consultant, Nashville Metropolitan School System, Nashville, TN. 
1993-1995 Consultant, Office of Community Services, Tennessee Department of Mental Health and 

Mental Retardation, Nashville, TN. 
1993 Consultant, Comcare Inc, Nashville, TN. 

Workshop, Home Technology Health Care, Nashville, TN. 
1993 Consultant, Rochelle Center, Nashville, TN. 
 
Publications (* designates student/trainee) 
 
Refereed Articles 
 
91. Peters, S., Byiers, B., & Symons, F. J. (in press). Diurnal salivary cortisol and regression status in 

MECP2 Duplication syndrome. Journal of Child Neurology.  
 
90. Symons, F. J., Tervo, R. T., Barney, C. Damerow, J., Wendelschafer-Crabb, G., & Kennedy, W. (in 

press). Is peripheral innervation density a risk factor for SIB in children with global developmental 
delay? Journal of Child Neurology.  

 
89. Symons, F. J., Byiers, B. J., Hoch, J., Dimian, A., Barney, C., Feyma, T., & Beisang, A. (in press). 

Infrared thermal analysis and individual differences in skin temperature asymmetry in Rett syndrome. 
Pediatric Neurology.  

 
88. Barney, C. Byiers, B., Hoch, J., *Dimian, A., & Symons, F. J. (in press). A case-controlled 

investigation of pain experience and sensory function in neuronal ceroid lipofuscinosis. The Clinical 
Journal of Pain.  

 
87. Barney, C., Feyma, T., Beisang, A., & Symons, F. J. (2015). Pain experience and expression in Rett 

syndrome: Subjective and objective measurement approaches. Journal of Physical and 
Developmental Disabilities. 10.1007/s10882-015-9427-3.  

 
86. Symons, F. J., Tervo, R. T., Gilles, E., Wendelschafer-Crabb, G., & Kennedy, W. (2014). Skin and 

self-injury: A possible link between peripheral innervation and immune function? Developmental 
Medicine & Child Neurology. doi: 10.1111/dmcn.12580. [Epub ahead of print] 
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Symons, F. J. 
 

26 
 

 
Symons, F. J., Tervo, R. C., Panoskaltsis-Mortari, A., Ehrhardt, M., Damerow, J., Barney, C., & Wilcox 

G., (March, 2014). Immune-Related Inflammatory Salivary Biomarkers and Self-Injury. Paper 
presented at the annual NICHD Gatlinburg Conference on Research and Theory on Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities, Chicago, IL. 

 
Barney, C., Erickson, L., Feyma, T., Beisang, A., & Symons., F. J. (October/2013). Pain Behavior in Rett 

syndrome (RTT). Poster presented at the bi-annual International Forum on Pediatric Pain, White 
Point, Nova Scotia, Canada.  

Byiers, B. J., Dimian, A. & Symons, F. J. (March/2013). Functional Communication Training in Rett 
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annual Mid-American Association for Behavior Analysis conference, Minneapolis, MN 

 
Dimian, A.F., Byiers, B.J., & Symons, F.J. (2012/October). Using functional analysis to test whether 
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Lacoste, A., Byiers, B.J., Moore, T., McComas, J., & Symons. F.J. (October/2012). The influence of 

idiosyncratic antecedent stimuli on self-injurious behavior. Poster presented at the annual Mid-
American Association for Behavior Analysis conference, Minneapolis, MN. 
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